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 FCSO SWAT Commander Retires  

Dedicated Leader with 24+ Years in Law Enforcement 

 
FREDERICK, Md. (July 1, 2021) – A strong analytical and proven law enforcement officer with more than 
24 years of experience in Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT), police operations, and administration, 
Lieutenant John Packard, retired June 30, from the Frederick County Sheriff’s Office (FCSO) as the 
SWAT and assistant patrol operations commander.  

“Lt. Packard has served the citizens of Frederick County very well during his service in law enforcement, 

playing a major role in the planning and training of the FCSO tactical operations for many years,” said 

Frederick County Sheriff Chuck Jenkins. “John has dedicated his time and knowledge as an agency 

commander to managing and tactical planning for critical incidents and training law enforcement 

personnel and the general public in reaction and response to active assailant and active shooter 

incidents. On behalf of the citizens of Frederick County, I thank John for his 24 years of service.”            

Packard started his law enforcement career in 1997 with the Montgomery County Police Department as a 

patrol officer. In 2001, he joined the FCSO as a deputy and progressed his way through the ranks, 

pinning on the rank of lieutenant in 2017. Packard spent most of his career serving in Patrol Operations 

but had a very diverse career that included, Supervisor of the Narcotics Investigations Unit, Supervisor of 

the Pro-Active Criminal Enforcement Team, and Training Coordinator.   

Some of his significant work accomplishments in Frederick County include, but are not limited to the 

following: 

 Supervised, developed, planned, and scheduled Law Enforcement In-Service Training and at the 

FCSO Police Academy 

 Instructed and developed numerous custom courses for Civilian Response to Active Shooter 

Events (CRASE) to public and private organizations throughout Frederick County 

 Led courses for law enforcement, fire rescue, and civilians throughout the country related to the 

prevention, reaction, and recovery related to active assailant events 

 Orchestrated and managed the law enforcement, security, and traffic plans for significant special 

events within Frederick County. 

In 2012, the Sheriff appointed Packard to the highly demanding role of SWAT team leader where he 

exceled in the planning, managing, and organizing the FCSO SWAT teams day-to-day activities.  



In this position, he served as the FCSO representative for the National Capital Region Tactical 

subcommittee. He was responsible for managing numerous critical incidents and developing tactical 

plans for preplanned tactical operations and unplanned critical incidents. 

His most significant accomplishments in this role include producing and managing the first-ever FCSO 

Advanced Tactics School; developing and authoring curriculum for Surviving an Active Threat: Run, Hide, 

Fight course via the Louisiana State University's National Center for Biomedical Research and Training; 

and creating CRASE-related events offered through the FCSO. 

Packard is a Shippensburg University alumnus earning a master’s degree in criminal justice in 2021 and 

a bachelor’s degree in the same field with a minor in psychology in 1997. He received his ACT 120 

certification from the Indiana University of Pennsylvania in 2000.  

His awards and decorations include: 

 2016, 2008, and 2007 Instructor of the Year, Maryland Police Training Commission 

 2016 and 2014 Officer of the Year, Frederick County Chamber of Commerce 

 2014 Outstanding Performance Award, FCSO 

 2009 SWAT Unit Citation, FCSO 

 Honor Graduate SWAT School, Howard County Police Department 

 Physical Fitness/Defensive Tactics Award, Montgomery County Police 

 Outstanding Achievement Award, Montgomery County Police 

 Performance/Appreciation Award, Pennsylvania State Police 

 Victims’ Rights Award, States Attorney’s Office 

“It has been an honor to work with the men and women of the Frederick County Sheriff's Office over the 

last 20+ years,” said Packard. “These men and women go above and beyond to serve the citizens of 

Frederick County every day.” 

The Frederick County Sheriff's Office (FCSO) is a full-service law enforcement agency; an arm of the 

court, and a keeper of offenders. In this regard, it exists to serve the more than 250,000 citizens of 

Frederick County with respect, fairness, and compassion. FCSO is committed to the prevention of crime; 

the protection of life and property; the preservation of peace and order; the enforcement of laws and 

ordinances; the safeguarding of constitutional guarantees; and safekeeping of prisoners. The men, 

women, and officers of this office nurture public trust by holding themselves to the highest standards of 

performance and ethics. The FCSO is located at 110 Airport Drive East, Frederick, MD, 21701. Visit 

www.frederickcosheriff.com for more information. 
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